
Who We Are

Our Team

Our national staffers and steering committee support SSN members, chapters, cohorts, and working groups.

Meet them below.

CAREERS

Steering Committee

https://scholars.org

https://scholars.org/careers


 

Theda Skocpol

Harvard University

email

 

Robert Bowditch Jr

Scholars Strategy Network

email

 

David desJardins

Silicon Valley Community Foundation

email

https://scholars.org

https://scholars.org/scholar/theda-skocpol
https://scholars.org/scholar/theda-skocpol
mailto:skocpol@fas.harvard.edu
https://scholars.org/scholar/robert-bowditch-jr
https://scholars.org/scholar/robert-bowditch-jr
mailto:robertsbowditch@gmail.com
https://scholars.org/site-admin/david-desjardins
https://scholars.org/site-admin/david-desjardins
mailto:david@desjardins.org


 

E.J. Dionne Jr.

Georgetown University

email

 

Darrick Hamilton

The New School

email

phone

Social media

 

Alexander W. Hertel-Fernandez

Columbia University

email

phone

https://scholars.org

https://scholars.org/scholar/ej-dionne-jr
https://scholars.org/scholar/ej-dionne-jr
mailto:mkeeney@brookings.edu
https://scholars.org/scholar/darrick-hamilton
https://scholars.org/scholar/darrick-hamilton
mailto:hamiltod@newschool.edu
tel:%28718%29638-1976
https://x.com/darrickhamilton
https://scholars.org/scholar/alexander-w-hertel-fernandez
https://scholars.org/scholar/alexander-w-hertel-fernandez
mailto:ah3467@columbia.edu
tel:%28765%29430-2063


Social media

 

Hedwig Lee

Duke University

email

Social media

 

Suzanne Mettler

Scholars Strategy Network

email

Social media

 

Ellen Nissenbaum

Center on Budget and Policy Priorities

email

https://scholars.org

https://x.com/awh
https://scholars.org/scholar/hedwig-lee
https://scholars.org/scholar/hedwig-lee
mailto:hedwig.lee@duke.edu
https://x.com/hedwig_lee
https://scholars.org/scholar/suzanne-mettler
https://scholars.org/scholar/suzanne-mettler
mailto:sbm24@cornell.edu
https://bsky.app/profile/smettler.bsky.social
https://scholars.org/scholar/ellen-nissenbaum
https://scholars.org/scholar/ellen-nissenbaum
mailto:nissenbaum@cbpp.org


 

Deondra Rose

Duke University

email

phone

Social media

 

Mark Schmitt

Scholars Strategy Network

New America

email

 

Ian T. Simmons

Foundation for Civic Leadership

email

Chapter Advisory Council
https://scholars.org

https://scholars.org/scholar/deondra-rose
https://scholars.org/scholar/deondra-rose
mailto:deondra.rose@duke.edu
tel:%28919%29613-7395
https://x.com/DeondraRose
https://scholars.org/scholar/mark-schmitt
https://scholars.org/scholar/mark-schmitt
mailto:ssn@scholars.org
https://scholars.org/authenticated/ian-t-simmons
https://scholars.org/authenticated/ian-t-simmons
mailto:ian@bluehaveninitiative.com


 

James M. Curry

University of Notre Dame

email

 

Amy Fried

University of Maine

email

phone

 

Barbara J. Risman

University of Illinois at Chicago

email

phone

Social media

https://scholars.org

https://scholars.org/scholar/james-m-curry
https://scholars.org/scholar/james-m-curry
mailto:jcurry5@nd.edu
https://scholars.org/scholar/amy-fried
https://scholars.org/scholar/amy-fried
mailto:asfried.maine@gmail.com
tel:%28517%29420-7765
https://scholars.org/scholar/barbara-j-risman
https://scholars.org/scholar/barbara-j-risman
mailto:brisman@uic.edu
tel:%28919%29349-0090
https://bsky.app/profile/drbjrisman.bsky.social


 

Natasha Kumar Warikoo

Tufts University

email

phone

Social media

National Staff

 

Rachel A.

Education Policy Fellow

email

 

Yunese Amataya

Communications Intern

email

https://scholars.org

https://scholars.org/scholar/natasha-kumar-warikoo
https://scholars.org/scholar/natasha-kumar-warikoo
mailto:natasha.warikoo@tufts.edu
tel:%28617%29495-2488
https://x.com/nkwarikoo
https://scholars.org/staff/rachel-a
https://scholars.org/staff/rachel-a
mailto:rachelaluko@scholars.org
https://scholars.org/staff/yunese-amataya
https://scholars.org/staff/yunese-amataya
mailto:yunese@scholarsstrategynetwork.org


 

Roxana Behdad

Membership Intern

email

 

James Boyle

Trainings Fellow

 

Wendy Chow

Senior Communications Associate

email

 

https://scholars.org

https://scholars.org/staff/roxana-behdad
https://scholars.org/staff/roxana-behdad
mailto:roxana@scholars.org
https://scholars.org/staff/james-boyle
https://scholars.org/staff/james-boyle
https://scholars.org/staff/wendy-chow
https://scholars.org/staff/wendy-chow
mailto:wendy@scholars.org
https://scholars.org/staff/dominik-doemer


Dominik Doemer

Director of Communications

email

 

Lizzy Ghedi-Ehrlich

Managing Director

email

phone

 

Kimberly Gonzalez

Senior Digital Communications Associate

email

 

Maxcy Grasso

Senior Policy Associate

https://scholars.org

https://scholars.org/staff/dominik-doemer
mailto:dominik@scholarsstrategynetwork.org
https://scholars.org/staff/lizzy-ghedi-ehrlich
https://scholars.org/staff/lizzy-ghedi-ehrlich
mailto:lizzy@scholars.org
tel:%28617%29333-8205
https://scholars.org/staff/kimberly-gonzalez
https://scholars.org/staff/kimberly-gonzalez
mailto:kim@scholarsstrategynetwork.org
https://scholars.org/staff/maxcy-grasso
https://scholars.org/staff/maxcy-grasso


email

 

Natalie Griffith-Shafer

Policy Associate

email

 

Lisa M. Hernandez

Senior Reproductive Health & Rights Associate

email

 

Sunnie Hodge

Policy Associate

email

https://scholars.org

mailto:maxcy@scholars.org
https://scholars.org/staff/natalie-griffith-shafer
https://scholars.org/staff/natalie-griffith-shafer
mailto:natalie@scholars.org
https://scholars.org/staff/lisa-hernandez
https://scholars.org/staff/lisa-hernandez
mailto:lisa@scholarsstrategynetwork.org
https://scholars.org/staff/sunnie-hodge
https://scholars.org/staff/sunnie-hodge
mailto:sunnie@scholars.org


 

Cynthia Houle

Chief Financial Officer

email

phone

 

Rich Huston

Senior Salesforce Administrator and IT Manager

email

 

Shannon Kelly

Director of Training

email

https://scholars.org

https://scholars.org/staff/cindy-houle
https://scholars.org/staff/cindy-houle
mailto:cindy@scholarsstrategynetwork.org
tel:%28781%29626-1008
https://scholars.org/authenticated/rich-huston
https://scholars.org/authenticated/rich-huston
mailto:rich@scholars.org
https://scholars.org/staff/shannon-kelly
https://scholars.org/staff/shannon-kelly
mailto:shannon@scholarsstrategynetwork.org


 

Keinia Mercury

Senior Accounting and Administrative Coordinator

email

 

Paola Maynard-Moll

Executive Director

email

 

Mandana Mohsenzadegan

Director of Member Engagement

email

https://scholars.org

https://scholars.org/staff/keinia-mercury
https://scholars.org/staff/keinia-mercury
mailto:Keinia@scholars.org
https://scholars.org/staff/paola-maynard-moll
https://scholars.org/staff/paola-maynard-moll
mailto:pao@scholars.org
https://scholars.org/staff/mandana-mohsenzadegan
https://scholars.org/staff/mandana-mohsenzadegan
mailto:mandana@scholarsstrategynetwork.org


 

Avigail S. Oren

Director of Development

email

 

Yamira Patterson

Education Policy Intern

email

 

Andrew Pope

Director of Policy

email

https://scholars.org

https://scholars.org/staff/avigail-oren
https://scholars.org/staff/avigail-oren
mailto:avigail@scholarsstrategynetwork.org
https://scholars.org/staff/yamira-patterson
https://scholars.org/staff/yamira-patterson
mailto:yamira@scholarsstrategynetwork.org
https://scholars.org/staff/andrew-pope
https://scholars.org/staff/andrew-pope
mailto:andrew@scholars.org


 

Jessica Thompson

Senior Policy Associate

email

 

Jocelyn Sears

Policy Fellow

email

 

Rachel Somerstein

Opinion Editor

email

https://scholars.org

https://scholars.org/staff/jessica-thompson
https://scholars.org/staff/jessica-thompson
mailto:jessica@scholars.org
https://scholars.org/staff/jocelyn-sears
https://scholars.org/staff/jocelyn-sears
mailto:jocelyn@scholars.org
https://scholars.org/staff/rachel-somerstein
https://scholars.org/staff/rachel-somerstein
mailto:rachel@scholarsstrategynetwork.org


 

Ethan Stein

Director of Chapters

email

https://scholars.org

https://scholars.org/staff/ethan-stein
https://scholars.org/staff/ethan-stein
mailto:ethan@scholars.org

