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Experts Available: Equality Act

FEBRUARY 24, 2021

This week, the House of Representatives is set to vote on the Equality Act - a bill that would
significantly expand protections against discrimination based on sexual orientation and gender identity. To

provide commentary and analysis on this bill, these experts are available:

BARBARA J. RISMAN

University of Illinois at Chicago

"The Equality Act appears to be a broad re-definition of “sex discrimination” to prohibit
discrimination against not only women, but gay people, and people with any gender identity
or expression. My own research suggests such discrimination against transgender and non-
binary people now happens regularly, and would be prohibited under this law. This is

sweeping legislation to protect Americans from discrimination."

GILBERT GONZALES
Vanderbilt University

“The legal protections from discrimination in areas of employment, housing, education, and
public accommodations would ensure that the social determinants of health—or the

conditions where we live, work, learn, grow, and age—are safer places for LGBT Americans.”
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