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In the Fight for Racial Equity, Don’t Forget About Immigrants

Trenita Childers, American Institutes for Research

What does it look like for racism to impact the lives of immigrants? In the United States, immigration policy has
a long history of reflecting the structural racism that exists in society. This history includes the Immigration Act
of 1924, which placed strict national origin quotas on nonwhite immigrants. Under this Act, immigrants from
African, Latin American, and Asian countries faced greater restrictions than those from European countries.

More recently, the past four years have seen a concerted attack on immigrants, primarily affecting immigrants
from marginalized racial or ethnic backgrounds. Among other efforts, the Trump Administration rescinded
Temporary Protected Status for immigrants fleeing countries impacted by war and natural disasters, issued
travel and refugee bans that target people from Muslim countries, and separated children from their parents
at the U.S.-Mexico border. Further, deportation rates are higher for immigrants from black and brown
countries despite the fact that the vast majority of unauthorized immigrants are not criminals.
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https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fhistory.state.gov%2Fmilestones%2F1921-1936%2Fimmigration-act&data=04%7C01%7Ctchilders%40air.org%7C2ba25ad00d0a4db332e408d8d42fa3ba%7C9ea45dbc7b724abfa77cc770a0a8b962%7C0%7C0%7C637492648398040181%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=E30FQ8BiQLiR6vSkAc%2FpOJ%2FPstcv8CElMaJ%2Frc1zkcE%3D&reserved=0
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https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.independent.com%2F2015%2F01%2F24%2Fmass-deportation-targets-black-and-latino-men%2F&data=04%7C01%7Ctchilders%40air.org%7C2ba25ad00d0a4db332e408d8d42fa3ba%7C9ea45dbc7b724abfa77cc770a0a8b962%7C0%7C0%7C637492648398040181%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=YXNRnYwFI4%2Fcna707QjO7sP7jm9CC0zEvJFiqbnYrZU%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.washingtonpost.com%2Fpolitics%2F2017%2Flive-updates%2Ftrump-white-house%2Freal-time-fact-checking-and-analysis-of-trumps-address-to-congress%2Ffact-check-trump-claim-on-murders-by-unauthorized-immigrants%2F%3Futm_term%3D.0e2b596908e8&data=04%7C01%7Ctchilders%40air.org%7C2ba25ad00d0a4db332e408d8d42fa3ba%7C9ea45dbc7b724abfa77cc770a0a8b962%7C0%7C0%7C637492648398050174%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=duEz6aUh9MoFIvlm6y0l45wf0kYaFMVUOqr8v%2Bx2GNQ%3D&reserved=0

