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Evictions Matter for Neighborhood Health

Courtnee Melton-Fant, University of Memphis

The COVID-19 pandemic created an eviction crisis and highlighted the connection between evictions and
health. Yet housing insecurity is a longstanding public health challenge. This is particularly true in Memphis,
Tennessee, which was deemed the eviction capital of the United States in 2017. Before the pandemic, nearly 1
in 5 renters in Memphis had an eviction filed against them. Between 2016 and 2019, an average of 31,633
evictions were filed every year.

Being evicted and the threat of eviction are associated with a host of negative physical and mental health
outcomes ranging from poor self-rated health, poor birth outcomes, and increased emergency room use.
These risks are not equally spread throughout society. Black communities and households with children face a
particularly high risk of eviction.
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https://www.aspeninstitute.org/blog-posts/the-covid-19-eviction-crisis-an-estimated-30-40-million-people-in-america-are-at-risk/
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https://www.healthaffairs.org/do/10.1377/hpb20210315.747908/#:~:text=Evicted%20adults%20report%20significantly%20worse,health%20hospitalizations%20than%20nonevicted%20adults.
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/10511482.2020.1812690
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https://www.law.nyu.edu/sites/default/files/upload_documents/evictions_collinson_reed.pdf

