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50 Years After Landmark Death Penalty Case, Supreme Court’s
Ruling Continues To Guide Execution Debate

Austin D. Sarat, Amherst College

The state of Oklahoma put James Coddington to death on Aug. 25, 2022, for the 1997 murder of a 73-year-old
friend who refused to give him money to buy drugs.

It marks the beginning of a busy period at the Oklahoma State Penitentiary’s execution chamber. Last month,
the state announced plans to carry out the death sentence of 25 people over the next couple of years.

As a scholar who has long followed the capital punishment debate in the U.S., | know that Oklahoma's plan

runs against the grain of the death penalty’'s recent history. Over the past several years both the number of
death sentences imposed and executions carried out across the U.S. has declined sharply.

September 25, 2022 https://scholars.org


https://apnews.com/article/executions-oklahoma-mcalester-albert-hale-207f11efd600ce46c00315c9c077c321?taid=630797576450cd0001573de5&utm_campaign=TrueAnthem&utm_medium=AP&utm_source=Twitter
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/07/01/us/oklahoma-executions-scheduled.html
https://press.princeton.edu/books/paperback/9780691102610/when-the-state-kills
https://www.vox.com/2020/12/30/22187578/death-penalty-united-states-executions-decline-gregg-georgia-bucklew-precythe

