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Tim Walz and JD Vance Have a Chance to Spotlight Fatherhood
During VP Debate

Alvin Thomas, University of Wisconsin-Madison

As we look to the upcoming vice presidential debate on Oct. 1, the spotlight on leadership and family values
has never been more intense. Amidst the political discourse, Tim Walz stands out with his unique blend of
charisma and paternal devotion. His "Big Dad Energy" is not just a catchy phrase; it embodies a profound
commitment to fatherhood and mentorship that resonates deeply with families across America.

An emotionally moved Walz was awash with the affection and admiration of his children and the rousing
response of the audience as he addressed the Democratic National Convention on Aug. 22. As his daughter
threw up "heart hands," his son tearfully shouted to the crowd "That's my dad." WalZz's "big dad energy" was
on full display.
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