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The Woman Whose Crusade Gave Today's Book-Banning Moms
a Blueprint

Katie Christine Gaddini, University College London

Book bans are skyrocketing in America, finds a new report from PEN America, a non-profit organization that
champions free expression in writing. During the 2023-24 school year, over 10,000 books were banned across
the country, more than double the number that were banned the prior year.

Those in favor of bans argue that books depicting LGBTQ+ characters, gender diversity, sexuality, and racism
are unsuitable for children. Working together, conservative pressure groups and politicians have successfully
banned a historic number of books across the nation. The number is expected to increase in 2025.

In July alone, Utah enacted a bill to create a “no read list” across the state, while Florida enacted a sweeping bill

giving parents the power to veto books in public schools and libraries. More recently, a large county school
board in Tennessee voted to ban six books from public libraries, including Beloved by Toni Morrison.
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