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To Win in 2028, Democrats Need a Message on Corruption

Jacob F. H. Smith, Fordham University

The 2028 election is more than 1,200 days away, but Democrats ranging from California Gov. Gavin Newsom
to Sen. Ruben Gallego (D-Ariz.) are already positioning themselves for a White House campaign. It's far too
early to know exactly what issues will be top of mind for voters — or who the nominee will be — but history
suggests that one topic that is likely to be important is that of perceived corruption in government.

A continuing theme for President Trump over the last decade since his first campaign was to “drain the
swamp.” In each of his campaigns, Trump’s message on corruption met a sympathetic electorate.

According to the American National Election Study, a major national political science survey conducted every

two to four years, the percentage of Americans who believe most government officials are corrupt has seen a
notable increase since the start of the 2000s.
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https://www.timeanddate.com/countdown/vote?iso=20281107T235959&p0=43&msg=2028+U.S.+Presidential+Election+&ud=1&font=cursive&fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTEAAR3iPmGd-z2luv2YkDX3zYzrIpfxGj92JcBeEy83NdN_SPgC555p-gHQTL4_aem_RMXI2QaBrA2TbdpIvUXOhA
https://apnews.com/article/gavin-newsom-south-carolina-democratic-primary-d04d1f313fbe7697aa31785e0e47440b
https://www.desmoinesregister.com/story/news/politics/2025/07/09/ruben-gallego-iowa-state-fair-visit-2028-presidential-election/84506965007/
https://electionstudies.org/

