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Interruption in SNAP Benefit Turns a Chronic Hunger Problem
into an Acute Crisis

Leah E. Gose, University of Southern California

“I hope this is going to be enough,” said the coordinator at Silver Lake Community Church food pantry, wiping

her forehead as she chopped off bad ends of donated celery. Every Wednesday morning for the past year, |,
along with a dozen or so other volunteers, sort and pack donated food for about 150 families.

But a few months ago, the food pantry started ordering enough food to feed 175 households a week. This
week we ordered enough for 200 families. Higher numbers are our new normal. The people who come to us

are facing challenges not just from the federal shutdown but also from widespread layoffs.

Now, as SNAP benefits run out during the shutdown, we worry that there won't be enough food to feed
everyone who lines up. And that should scare all of us.

November 6, 2025 https://scholars.org


https://www.uscannenbergmedia.com/2025/10/13/usc-dornsife-announces-162-layoffs-including-all-academic-advisors-as-part-of-the-universities-continuous-budget-cuts/
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/10/31/us/politics/snap-benefits-shutdown.html

