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Trump’s Anti-Latino Racism is a Major Liability for Democracy

Efrén Pérez, University of California-Los Angeles

Donald Trump’s second administration has fully clarified Latinos’ racial position in America: our ethnic group’s
labor, culture, and aspirations are too much for his supporters to stomach. The Latino presence in America
triggers too many uneasy questions (are they White?), too many doubts (are they really American?), and too
much resentment (why are they doing better than me?).

Trump's targeted deportations of undocumented Latinos, unwarranted arrests of Latino citizens, and
heightened ICE presence in Latino neighborhoods address these worries by lumping Latinos with Black
people. Simply put, we have become yet another visible population that America socially stigmatizes,
economically exploits, and politically terrorizes because aggrieved White adults want to preserve their rank as
our nation’s premier racial group. The cumulative impacts are serious: just yesterday, an international panel of
investigators on human rights and racism, backed by the U.N., found that such actions have resulted in “grave
human rights violations.”

March 23, 2026 https://scholars.org


https://knowledge.luskin.ucla.edu/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/Unseen_Latino-Ice-Arrests-Surge-Under-Trump_20251027.pdf
https://www.propublica.org/article/immigration-dhs-american-citizens-arrested-detained-against-will
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/06/30/us/latinos-los-angeles-immigration.html
https://eoperez.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/perez-et-al.-manifold-threats-to-white-id.pdf
https://eoperez.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/perez-et-al.-manifold-threats-to-white-id.pdf
https://apnews.com/article/donald-trump-racism-united-nations-panel-019aba7d9462bb6f95043b37715ab0aa
https://apnews.com/article/donald-trump-racism-united-nations-panel-019aba7d9462bb6f95043b37715ab0aa

