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Facing Global Disruptions, Congress Should Invest in Local Food

Andrew Flachs, Purdue University

Amid the chaos of the war with Iran, Americans have already seen gas prices rise. Soon, we are likely to see
the price of food rise, too, as farmers face rising fuel and fertilizer prices. As Congress considers the 2026
Farm Bill, all Americans are recognizing that farming's reach doesn't stop at edge of the field.

We have been here before: During Russia's war in Ukraine and the COVID-19 pandemic, disruptions in labor
and shipping, along with increased costs of equipment and fertilizers, caused food prices to soar. Consumers
famously paid the price: $10 for a carton of eggs, $8 for a gallon of milk. Small and midsize farmers suffered,
too, facing a sudden spike in bankruptcy.
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https://www.pbs.org/newshour/world/the-planting-season-is-now-but-war-in-iran-has-sparked-a-global-fertilizer-shortage
https://civileats.com/2026/03/17/op-ed-the-persian-gulf-oil-crisis-is-a-food-crisis/
https://www.ifpri.org/blog/russia-ukraine-war-after-year-impacts-fertilizer-production-prices-and-trade-flows/
https://www.bls.gov/opub/mlr/2020/article/the-impact-of-the-covid-19-pandemic-on-food-price-indexes-and-data-collection.htm
https://www.fb.org/market-intel/covid-19-will-likely-push-farm-bankruptcies-higher

