
Congress Still Has Ways to Throttle Back Trump’s War With Iran
– And to Ask Questions
SoRelle Wyckoff Gaynor, University of Virginia

Despite the scale of its military assault on Iran, the Trump administration’s reasons for entering into war have
been inconsistent and vague, from regime change to the destruction of nuclear weapons, preempting military
action by Israel, or the more chilling decree of following “God’s divine plan.”

Politicians, pundits and even social media users have been quick to point out the contradictions of these
justifications – regime change is impossible from the air, especially when you kill the alternatives, and weren’t
those nuclear weapons already destroyed?

But the “why” for entering into war matters beyond scoring political points.
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https://www.nytimes.com/2026/03/07/world/middleeast/a-us-intelligence-assessment-in-february-found-that-an-attack-on-iran-was-unlikely-to-result-in-regime-change.html
https://www.whitehouse.gov/articles/2026/03/peace-through-strength-president-trump-launches-operation-epic-fury-to-crush-iranian-regime-end-nuclear-threat/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UiMmaiWZ3M0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UiMmaiWZ3M0
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2026/mar/03/us-israel-iran-war-christian-rhetoric
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/us-officials-skeptical-regime-change-tehran-after-khamenei-killing-say-sources-2026-03-02/
https://www.cnn.com/2026/02/24/politics/nuclear-program-iran-trump-strike

