Why Paying Legislators Higher Salaries Will Not Draw More Blue-
Collar Workers into Office
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The number of white-collar professionals holding elected office in the Unit
number of blue-collar workers, even though workers greatly outnumber pro
general population. State legislatures are especially imbalanced. Over the
class-diverse legislatures advantaged professionals over workers by four 1

the average state during this period was twenty to one.

The imbalance matters, because politicians are not impartial judges of the
Consciously and unconsciously, they rely on personal experience to decidct
support or oppose. Class background is one of many important life experie
Previous research has shown that, all else equal, wealthier legislators ten
policies that benefit the privileged. If most lawmakers come from professic
backgrounds, they will respond more readily to the preferences of the priv
most working Americans. Hoping to make lawmakers more democratically r

reformers are looking for ways to encourage working-class men and womer

Would it Help to Pay Better Salaries to Elected Officeholders?



