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Letter from the Directors

The November 2024 election and the beginning
of President Trump’s second administration
defined the past academic year, and we are proud
of how SSN’s members and chapters confronted
rising challenges to democracy and higher
education. Their resilience and preparedness to
rapidly respond to policy debates at all levels of
government reflect the impact of over a decade
of investment in training scholars and building
relationships with journalists, civic organizations,
and policymakers.

This spring, as Congress debated the 2025 federal
budget reconciliation bill, SSN supported both
members and partner organizations attempting

to make clear how the bill’s myriad proposed cuts
would impact social safety net programs. Nineteen
SSN members came together to coordinate efforts
to inform policymakers and the public about the
consequences of cuts to Medicaid, while other
members stepped in on short notice to speak at
press conferences hosted by SSN partners and
respond to requests for op-eds in local press.

Meanwhile, SSN’s intrepid policy team worked with
scholars to broker legislative meetings, introducing
valuable research evidence to elected officials
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of both parties. They also helped i
scholars inform the regulatory researCh thro &

process, including ten researchers o :
who testified in a Department of SS & helpln !
do the same, is vita

Education hearing on student loan
X

forgiveness policies. And SSN’s

communications team helped a for our country

growing number of editors and jour- |

nalists connect to researchers with democracy.”
expertise relevant to their reporting,
resulting in a surge of op-eds and
interviews with members.

- TIFFANY JOSEPH, SSN |

Much of this was possible because,
since 2011, SSN has helped its
members build communities of resilience in the form of chapters, cohorts, and our broader
network. SSN chapters drew on experience and executed new iterations of successful programs,
including the Maine Policy Fellowship, Connecticut’s Moving Beyond Implications conference,
New Jersey-Philadelphia’s Policy Shark Tank, and visits to state legislatures. With nearly 100
alumni of SSN’s Reproductive Health and Rights cohort, SSN has organized scholars of a highly
politicized topic to provide mutual support and collaborate on research. SSN also held its first
cross-cohort convening, bringing together education and health equity scholars who share a
commitment to community-based and culturally relevant research practices, despite differing in
their topics of study. SSN’s monthly Q&A sessions, open to all members, brought scholars from
across the network together to learn from and encourage each other.

Finally, SSN had its own change of administration as Founding Academic Director Theda
Skocpol stepped down. We are so grateful to Theda for shepherding the organization through
its first decade and a half. SSN continues to grow and evolve, and has more members than ever.
The result is a dynamic and responsive network that continues to lift up member voices and
connect academic expertise to real-world challenges.

SINCERELY,
Paola Maynard-Moll, Executive Director & Suzanne Mettler, Academic Director, Scholars
Strategy Network and John L. Senior Professor of American Institutions, Cornell University
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SCHOLARS STRATEGY NETWORK’S

Year in Review
2000+ 114 107 304

Total SSN New Members Attendees at Attendees
Members Since Aug. 2024 Orientations at Q&As

SSN Chapters

Chapter-hosted
Civic Leaders

Chapter-hosted
Journalists

Chapter
Events Held

Chapter
Newsletters

Chapter-hosted
Policymakers

SSN CHAPTER MAP
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SCHOLARS STRATEGY NETWORK’S

Year In Review

SSN trainings, policy and media

coaching, newsletters and podcast,
and chapter activities yielded
impressive results over the past
twelve months.

209 SWALS

REQUESTS FOR NEWSLETTER
OP-ED WRITING & SUBSCRIBERS
PITCHING SUPPORT

128

OP-EDS
PUBLISHED

G SSN ANNUAL REPORT 2024-25

105

SSN TRAININGS
OFFERED

258,865

VISITORS TO
SCHOLARS.ORG

54

PUBLISHED POLICY
BRIEFS AND MEMOS

2,483

ATTENDEES AT
SSN TRAININGS

04,113

UNIQUE DOWNLOADS OF
THE NO JARGON PODCAST

20

PUBLISHED PUBLIC
COMMENTS ON FEDERAL
AGENCY RULE CHANGES
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Amid threats to:

SSN chapters and members
EleCtiOI/I,S have engaged at the St&lte
and LOC&ll levels.

Democracy
]he Federal Budget The following sections feature the

bold efforts of our scholars, both
T t > individually and working together
axa lon as chapters, over the past year
to champion truth amid threats

Y—he ECOHOmy to knowledge and democracy.

S o
Public Health around the network.

Medicine
Education

Immigration




Elections & Democracy
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Safeguarding Democracy:
A Bipartisan Summit on
Election Protection

D GEORGIA

Georgia SSN, led by Michael Evans and

Bernard Tamas, co-hosted Safeguarding Our

Democracy, an October forum on election
integrity that brought together 18 speakers
across the political spectrum. Conversations
focused on the work these policymakers,
election officials, and civic leaders are doing
to support voting and safeguard the rule of
law. Held at Georgia State University and
co-sponsored with Community Change,
BridgeGSU, and the Georgia State University
Political Science Department, the event drew
over 400 attendees and was featured on
WABE Radio and covered by the Georgia
Recorder. Georgia SSN also produced Safe
Vote Georgia, a resource for Georgia voters,
voting professionals, and academics.

Campus Initiative Promotes Civic Engagement
Around 2024 Election

SSN MEMBER AMEL AHMED

In September, the University of Massachusetts at Amherst introduced Democracy

in Troubled Times, directed by Amel Ahmed. Ahmed and her colleagues designed

this innovative campus initiative to promote civic engagement, resilience, and open
dialogue leading up to and following the 2024 presidential election. Through a speaker
series, structured discussions, and civic engagement activities, the initiative sought to
establish a framework for meaningful discourse on campus, and succeeded in drawing
a high level of participation from the campus’s ideologically, socially, racially, and
ethnically diverse student body.

Defining Democracy:
Navigating Election Integrity

Q NEVADA

Nevada SSN, led by Barb Brents and Leila
Pazargadi, held a fall pre-election event
designed to boost engagement with the
election. Co-hosted with Community
Change, Nevada ACLU, and Make the Road
Nevada, the event featured three scholars
in political sociology and political science
who shared their expertise on the political
system and safeguarding democracy, and a
team-based simulation game in which some
60 participants created mock organizations
to encourage democratic engagement in the
face of disinformation.



https://scholars.org/scholar/michael-evans
https://scholars.org/scholar/bernard-debabrata-tamas
https://www.wabe.org/podcasts/plugged-in/time-to-vote-georgia-smashes-a-turnout-record-as-early-voting-starts/
https://georgiarecorder.com/2024/10/17/if-georgias-elections-are-more-secure-than-ever-why-do-so-many-voters-distrust-the-system/
https://georgiarecorder.com/2024/10/17/if-georgias-elections-are-more-secure-than-ever-why-do-so-many-voters-distrust-the-system/
http://safevotegeorgia.com/
http://safevotegeorgia.com/
https://scholars.org/scholar/barb-brents
https://scholars.org/scholar/leila-pazargadi
https://scholars.org/scholar/leila-pazargadi
https://sites.google.com/umass.edu/democracy-in-troubled-times/home
https://sites.google.com/umass.edu/democracy-in-troubled-times/home
https://scholars.org/scholar/amel-ahmed
https://scholars.org/features/member-spotlight-amel-ahmed-fosters-civic
https://scholars.org/features/member-spotlight-amel-ahmed-fosters-civic

Mobilizing Experts to Protect
the Integrity of the Civil Service

Democracy Forward, a national legal organization
that pursues litigation that advances democracy
and social progress, reached out to SSN looking
for experts on the administrative state to inform
an amicus brief opposing the proposed Office of
Personnel Management (OPM) “Schedule P/C”
rule, a rebranding of Trump’s earlier “Schedule F”
executive order that would politicize many federal
civil service roles. SSN introduced Democracy
Forward to eight scholars whose research is
relevant to the case. In parallel, SSN also worked
with six scholars to submit public comments

to the OPM rule, ensuring that evidence-based
concerns are reflected in both legal and adminis-
trative advocacy efforts.

ELECTIONS & DEMOCRACY

n

N

é Member Q&AS He|p Scholars Baldwin focused on the transition to a

& . iy new presidential administration and how

'E Na\“gate the POlItlcal Moment researchers can continue to do meaningful

8 SSN hosts regular, virtual Q&A events open to work with adversarial policy actors. The first

g all members, featuring new experts and topics Q&A of the new year was a virtual town hall

- each month. Prior to the election, the September on the challenges and opportunities of a new

5‘ member Q&A session with Thessalia Merivaki presidential administration, hosted by SSN’s

% and Donald Palmer (U.S. Election Administration new Academic Director Suzanne Mettler, in

< Commission) discussed how research can conversation with professors Larry Jacobs,

é improve election practice. In December, New Don Moynihan, and Deondra Rose. With
York City SSN chapter leader Heath A. Brown academic freedom increasingly threatened

and activist, author, and policy analyst Dara by political and ideological pressures that

No Jargon Podcast

o Episode 273: Suzanne Mettler on The
Four Threats to Democracy

Episode 271: Ryan LaRochelle on
Trump, Nixon, and the Dismantling of
Federal Agencies

Episode 267: Don Moynihan on The
Risks of Trump’s Plans to Overhaul
the Government

Episode 265: Christina Greer on
Dissecting the 2024 Presidential
Election

Episode 264: Paul Gronke on Threats,
Opportunities, and the Future of U.S.
Elections

O 0 0| O

seek to silence scholars and restrict the free
exchange of ideas, SSN then invited PEN
America to give a digital safety workshop
teaching strategies for navigating online abuse.
And in April, SSN members Jules Boykoff,
Miranda Yaver, and Ciara C. Torres-Spelliscy
shared their successful experiences with email
list-building, Substack blogging, and social
media use in a time of rapid political change,
helping fellow members ensure that critical
research findings and expert opinions reach
their intended audiences.



https://scholars.org/scholar/thessalia-merivaki
https://scholars.org/regionalleader/heath-a-brown
https://scholars.org/scholar/suzanne-mettler
https://scholars.org/scholar/lawrence-jacobs
https://scholars.org/scholar/donald-moynihan
https://scholars.org/scholar/deondra-rose
https://scholars.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=17bc64f53aa25c92e4e40abdc&id=47c9829583&e=650609d655
https://scholars.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=17bc64f53aa25c92e4e40abdc&id=9ed13a112a&e=650609d655
https://scholars.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=17bc64f53aa25c92e4e40abdc&id=d3ea1b27ad&e=650609d655
https://democracyforward.org/
https://scholars.org/podcast/four-threats-democracy
https://scholars.org/podcast/four-threats-democracy
https://scholars.org/podcast/four-threats-democracy
https://scholars.org/podcast/four-threats-democracy
https://scholars.org/podcast/trump-nixon-and-dismantling-federal-agencies
https://scholars.org/podcast/trump-nixon-and-dismantling-federal-agencies
https://scholars.org/podcast/trump-nixon-and-dismantling-federal-agencies
https://scholars.org/podcast/risks-trumps-plans-overhaul-government
https://scholars.org/podcast/risks-trumps-plans-overhaul-government
https://scholars.org/podcast/risks-trumps-plans-overhaul-government
https://scholars.org/podcast/risks-trumps-plans-overhaul-government
https://scholars.org/podcast/dissecting-2024-presidential-election
https://scholars.org/podcast/dissecting-2024-presidential-election
https://scholars.org/podcast/dissecting-2024-presidential-election
https://scholars.org/podcast/dissecting-2024-presidential-election
https://scholars.org/podcast/threats-opportunities-and-future-us-elections
https://scholars.org/podcast/threats-opportunities-and-future-us-elections
https://scholars.org/podcast/threats-opportunities-and-future-us-elections
https://scholars.org/podcast/threats-opportunities-and-future-us-elections

Election Protection and Enhancement Program

SSN concluded the second year of the Election Protection and Enhance-
ment Program (EPEP) in December 2024. SSN supported six projects,

all of which tested innovative approaches to election enhancement that
bridge evidence-based research with grassroots action. In St. Louis, two
complementary projects strengthened resident participation in elections:
the first used community partnerships to bolster student voting, and the
second used issues specific to St. Louis County to strengthen trust and
participation in local elections. Connecticut’s project strengthened voter
engagement through human service organizations, while Maine’s initiative
built on previous work to enhance poll worker recruitment and support. In
New York, efforts centered on increasing trust in post-election transitions
through federal job training, and Virginia’s BC Votes project expanded on
the Valley Votes Project to develop future civic leaders and encourage
state election participation. The program concluded with EPEP participants
presenting at panels during the 2025 Southern Political Science Associa-
tion Annual Meeting, showcasing their work as part of SSN’s program.
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Other Highlights
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o Connecticut SSN hosted a September Minneapolis-St. Paul Working in collaboration, For the 2024 election, SSN

& “Ballots and Beverages” event in SSN’s Dialogue across members of Los Angeles sent over 650 national and

2 Hartford with Connecticut House Difference series SSN, San Diego SSN, Bay state reporters a list of 30

2 Majority Leader Jason Rojas, featured conversations Area SSN, and Sacramento SSN members in key swing

z Connecticut Deputy Secretary of State between elected SSN produced the California states available to share

<z( Jaqueline Kozin, and scholars Dang Do officials, academic ballot initiative policy brief their expertise and a list

& and Tanya Rhodes Smith on how to thinkers, and public round-up to educate voters of 11 experts available for
engage students and higher ed institu- leaders. about the impact of various timely analysis on 2024
tions in get-out-the-vote efforts. state ballot measures. election administration.
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https://scholars.org/ssn-election-protection-enhancement-program-2023-24
https://scholars.org/scholar/tanya-rhodes-smith
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SBcVUlLys-Y&list=PL26K0bp3oXS9JaGZ3vmddZyLNPOhA6rWs&index=3
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SBcVUlLys-Y&list=PL26K0bp3oXS9JaGZ3vmddZyLNPOhA6rWs&index=3
https://scholars.org/california-ballot-propositions-2024
https://scholars.org/california-ballot-propositions-2024
https://scholars.org/california-ballot-propositions-2024
https://scholars.org/features/experts-2024-election-swing-states
https://scholars.org/features/experts-2024-election-swing-states
https://scholars.org/features/experts-2024-election-swing-states
https://scholars.org/features/11-experts-available-timely-analysis-2024-election
https://scholars.org/features/11-experts-available-timely-analysis-2024-election
https://scholars.org/features/11-experts-available-timely-analysis-2024-election
https://scholars.org/features/11-experts-available-timely-analysis-2024-election

et

- | officer has resi ned
The Federal Budget, Economy & Taxation — e tiea
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ver for jery e
A J iy @ﬂuel, who

“In an increasingly low-trust information
environment, people trust academics
and local news the most. To publicly
fight back against massive, harmful
policies coming out of Congress this
year, we wanted to elevate professors
as ideal messengers. While many groups
have been struggling to get any press at
all, SSN delivered eight op-eds in seven
target districts in just over two weeks.
That’s a testament to SSN as much as
its scholars.”

ANNA AURILIO, FEDERAL CAMPAIGN DIRECTOR,
ECONOMIC SECURITY PROJECT
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A Tisit good for the economy? &

Dr. Harry Holzer

Scholars Strategy Network

Speaking Out Against Tax Cuts at
Capitol Hill Press Event
SSN MEMBER HARRY HOLZER

In May, longtime collaborator Community Change asked SSN to
secure an economist for a Capitol Hill press conference on planned
cuts to major social safety net programs like Medicaid and SNAP. SSN
reached out to Maryland-DC SSN, and Harry Holzer stepped forward.
Holzer, a professor of public policy, delivered a compelling, 3-minute
speech that marshaled research and economic expertise to explain
in plain language how tax cuts for the rich, funding cuts to vital
programs and services, and increased administrative burdens were
bad economic policy for all. The press conference resulted in stories
by NexStar and News from the States, which were picked up by local
affiliates nationwide, as well as mentions in The Daily Signal and
Washington Examiner.

Watch the Video

REP’l.IBl.lC.AN
- CUTS
She Just
At
s ol | anywhere from $14 to $20
US Capitol .

Megan Curran

Championing the Child Tax Credit
at the U.S. Senate

SSN MEMBER MEGAN CURRAN

After co-authoring a June 20 op-ed in the Washington Post on
research into the Child Tax Credit, Popular Democracy invited Megan
Curran to speak at a June 25 press conference at the U.S. Senate
about child poverty and the implications of the budget reconciliation
bill. The event included organizers, advocates, constituents, and

U.S. Senators. Curran gave an 8-minute speech discussing the bill’s
negative impacts on vulnerable populations and shared both her
expertise and frustration as a researcher. By participating in the
event, Curran was able to directly reach a very engaged audience
inside the U.S. Senate at a critical point in policymaking. While in D.C,,
Curran also met with civic organizations like Popular Democracy, the
Economic Security Project, and Community Change. As a result of
combined advocacy efforts, the final version of the bill increased the
Child Tax Credit to $2,200 a year and restored eligibility to immigrant
families as long as one parent has a Social Security number.

Watch the Video



https://scholars.org/scholar/harry-j-holzer
https://www.communitychange.org/
https://scholars.org/features/member-spotlight-harry-holzer-brings-research
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/scholars-strategy-network_bottomline-is-this-proposal-this-set-of-activity-7328471383968002048-vMr5?utm_source=social_share_send&utm_medium=member_desktop_web&rcm=ACoAAALczG0BqFNfyeL85FxeIUnINGWHPpTa1U8
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/scholars-strategy-network_bottomline-is-this-proposal-this-set-of-activity-7328471383968002048-vMr5?utm_source=social_share_send&utm_medium=member_desktop_web&rcm=ACoAAALczG0BqFNfyeL85FxeIUnINGWHPpTa1U8
https://www.wavy.com/washington-dc/opposition-grows-over-cuts-to-medicaid-and-snap-programs/amp/
https://www.newsfromthestates.com/article/extreme-and-toxic-democrats-congress-mount-opposition-gop-tax-cut-package
https://www.dailysignal.com/2025/05/13/democrats-accuse-republicans-plundering-medicaid/
https://www.washingtonexaminer.com/news/house/3409875/democrats-oppose-gop-work-requirements-medicaid-snap-benefits/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eNOnLoUDZR8
https://scholars.org/scholar/megan-a-curran
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2025/06/20/big-beautiful-bill-child-tax-credit-republicans/
https://populardemocracy.org/
https://scholars.org/scholar/megan-a-curran
https://scholars.org/scholar/megan-a-curran
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LE7WPfnDGN0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eNOnLoUDZR8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LE7WPfnDGN0
https://scholars.org/scholar/megan-a-curran
https://scholars.org/scholar/harry-j-holzer
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Briefing Scholars on the Budget Bill in
Collaboration with CBPP

SSN partnered with the Center on Budget and Policy Priorities this
February to host an exclusive briefing on the Trump administration’s
promised sweeping reductions in federal spending, threatening
programs like Medicaid and food assistance. The event prepared the
scholars in attendence to engage in the resulting federal and state
policy debates.

Other Highlights

SSN compiled lists of experts available to speak
with reporters and provide timely analysis on
the impact of Social Security Administration
workforce cuts and the dismantling of the
Consumer Financial Protection Bureau.

Collaborating with the Economic
Security Project on Tax Fairness

The Economic Security Project (ESP) reached out to SSN
for help connecting with a scholar who could speak on
the negative impacts that tax cuts for the rich will have on
California at a Tax Fairness Champions Event during the
California Democratic Convention in May. SSN connected
them with Wes Yin, who spoke at the event. At the urging
of ESP, SSN also recruited members to write op-eds in
opposition to the Republicans’ proposed changes to the
Child Tax Credit (CTC) and Earned Income Tax Credit
(EITC) in the federal budget reconciliation bill. In eight
op-eds published in local and national outlets, scholars
explained how the proposals for these tax credits would
limit CTC eligibility for millions of kids and add hurdles for
families to access the EITC. Jennifer Greenfield, whose
op-ed was published in both the Sunday print edition of
the Denver Post and online, received a grateful message
from Colorado State Treasurer Dave Young and an
invitation to speak at a town hall organized by a local
grassroots political group.

No Jargon Podcast

° Episode 277: Terri Friedline on
Consumer Protection Under Fire

° Episode 274: Gopi Shah Goda on
What’s Happening With Social Security

O Episode 269: Erica Owen on Tariffs,
Trade Wars, and American Jobs



https://scholars.org/scholar/wesley-yin
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Insqp2wfMR4
https://scholars.org/scholar/jennifer-c-greenfield
https://www.denverpost.com/2025/06/18/big-beautiful-bill-snap-medicaid-cuts-colorado/
https://treasury.colorado.gov/
https://scholars.org/features/experts-available-SSA-cuts
https://scholars.org/features/experts-available-SSA-cuts
https://scholars.org/features/experts-available-CFPB-closure
https://scholars.org/features/experts-available-CFPB-closure
https://www.cbpp.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Insqp2wfMR4
https://scholars.org/podcast/consumer-protection-under-fire
https://scholars.org/podcast/consumer-protection-under-fire
https://scholars.org/podcast/consumer-protection-under-fire
https://scholars.org/podcast/whats-happening-social-security
https://scholars.org/podcast/whats-happening-social-security
https://scholars.org/podcast/whats-happening-social-security
https://scholars.org/podcast/tariffs-trade-wars-and-american-jobs
https://scholars.org/podcast/tariffs-trade-wars-and-american-jobs
https://scholars.org/podcast/tariffs-trade-wars-and-american-jobs

RAPIDLY RESPONDING TO MEDICAID CHALLENGES
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Working Group as a rapid response effort to inform policymakers, advocates, and journalists

Rapidly Responding to Medicaid Challenges

Medicaid Working Group
Given the urgency of ongoing debates over Medicaid funding, SSN relaunched its Medicaid Other ngh“ghts >7

with timely, evidence-based insights. Led by Phil Rocco, the 19-person group rallied together

to address the consegquences of proposed Medicaid funding cuts. Over the course of just a few P

short months, members wrote and published 12 op-eds, with editing and pitching support

from SSN staff, and participated in two expert availabilities that continued to draw interest SSN shared lists of experts

from reporters. Articles in Politico, WIRED, The Virginian-Pilot, and two in Newsweek included available to speak to reporters
quotes from scholars. on the Senate Finance Commit-

tee’s Medicaid policy and
proposed Medicaid changes.

Five members of the working group—Phil Rocco, Miranda Yaver, Nicole Huberfeld, Harold Pollack,
and Michael Shepherd—led a July 1 virtual briefing to discuss how the Medicaid provisions of

the federal budget reconciliation bill would impact states and constituents. SSN invited over

700 health journalists, civic organizations, federal and state offices with a deep

interest in Medicaid policy, and other policy actors. The briefing was
held directly after Senate passage of the bill, and for a very busy
day in politics, the turnout was high. Attendees hailed from

16 states, and in addition to advocates, journalists, and

staffers for state legislative bodies, staff or elected

officials from 12 bipartisan state and federal legisla-

tive offices attended the briefing.

No Jargon Podcast

Episode 276: Nicole Huberfeld
on The Fight Over Medicaid



https://scholars.org/medicaid-working-group
https://scholars.org/medicaid-working-group
https://scholars.org/scholar/phil-rocco
https://scholars.org/medicaid-working-group-publications
https://www.politico.com/news/2025/07/03/why-republicans-cant-quit-medicaid-cuts-00439295
https://www.wired.com/story/trumps-big-beautiful-bill-would-leave-millions-without-health-insurance/
https://www.pilotonline.com/2025/07/02/virginia-lawmakers-trumps-tax-bill/
https://www.newsweek.com/big-beautiful-bill-donald-trump-medicaid-medicare-experts-2094222
https://www.newsweek.com/child-tax-credit-warning-ineligible-children-2094104
https://scholars.org/medicaid-working-group/policy-briefing
https://scholars.org/podcast/fight-over-medicaid
https://scholars.org/podcast/fight-over-medicaid
https://scholars.org/podcast/fight-over-medicaid
https://scholars.org/features-experts-available-senate-finance-medicaid
https://scholars.org/features-experts-available-senate-finance-medicaid
https://scholars.org/features/experts-available-proposed-medicaid-changes
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Highlights “

Before the Supreme Court’s hearing in the
case of Medina vs. Planned Parenthood South
Atlantic, SSN alerted journalists of three experts
available to provide timely analysis on the case.

No Jargon

Episode 278: Jean Junior on
How Taxes Can Save Lives



https://scholars.org/features/experts-available-planned-parenthood
https://scholars.org/features/experts-available-planned-parenthood
https://scholars.org/features/experts-available-planned-parenthood
https://scholars.org/podcast/how-taxes-can-save-lives
https://scholars.org/podcast/how-taxes-can-save-lives
https://scholars.org/podcast/how-taxes-can-save-lives
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Helping Shape Federal Legislation
on Opioid Treatment
SSN MEMBER ALEXANDRIA DRAKE

After struggling to find relevant scholars on their own for input on
legislation improving rural access to methadone treatment, the office
of US Rep. Shri Thanedar (D-MI) turned to SSN for help. SSN connected

them with Alexandria Drake, who had recently authored an SSN brief on

medication-assisted opioid treatment. In October, Alexandria met with
congressional staff and shared insights on possible policy levers that

could be incorporated into proposed legislation. As Alexandria reflected:

\ “If my research can play even
a small part in a bill being

presented, deliberated, and
passed, that’s incredible.”

Reproductive Health & Rights Program

In 2025, SSN shifted its long-running Reproductive Health and
Rights program from an annual cohort model to a broader, more
sustained effort to support the 173 scholars in the network doing
this work, including 84 alumni from prior cohorts. Rather than
launching a new cohort, this year’s focus is on reconnecting
with alumni, fostering collaboration, and identifying timely
opportunities for public engagement. SSN interviewed over half
of the cohort alumni to assess current research and policy goals,
launched targeted outreach on priority topics like medication
abortion and maternal health, and scheduled meetings for
scholars with congressional offices on the Black Maternal Health
Momnibus Act. Alumni will gather in October for a convening to
strengthen relationships and spark future collaborations.

Health Equity Scholars Program

Launched in 2021 with support from the Robert Wood Johnson
Foundation, the Health Equity Scholars Program is a year-long
fellowship that unites a cohort of 15-20 early-career scholars
researching social determinants of health. Now in its third year, the
program offers a mix of in-person and virtual convenings, hands-on
media and policy trainings, and individualized coaching to help
scholars translate research into public impact.



https://scholars.org/HESP
https://scholars.org/HESP-2024-25
https://scholars.org/scholar/alexandria-drake
https://scholars.org/scholar/alexandria-drake
https://scholars.org/scholar/alexandria-drake
https://scholars.org/contribution/improving-systems-care-individuals-opioid-use
https://scholars.org/contribution/improving-systems-care-individuals-opioid-use
https://scholars.org/features/member-spotlight-alexandria-drake

CONNECTING COHORTS
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Connecting Cohorts for Joint Learning

e

In January, SSN hosted a convening in Albuquerque,
NM, that brought together scholars from the
Education and Health Equity cohort programs.
Over two days, participants engaged in workshops
on policy engagement, met with state education
leaders and civic organizations focused on opioid
use disorder, and began developing policy briefs
and op-eds tied to their research. Scholars left
energized, equipped with practical tools to inform
policy at both the state and local levels, and
grateful for the opportunity to build community
across disciplines and institutions. Attendees came
away with a renewed sense of purpose at a time of
mounting pressure on publicly engaged scholars.
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Education Scholars
Training Program

The Education Scholars Training Program
(ESTP) is a year-long fellowship that
bolsters the representation and influence
of minoritized education scholars in public
policy. The second cohort of 15 ESTP
fellows research key education issues
across the United States, including teacher
retention, bilingual education, Al in
education, and more. Each has developed
an individual policy engagement plan,
delineating their policy goals, how

their research and expertise can inform
desired policy changes, and specific
decision makers who could help facilitate
those changes. With support from SSN
staff, fellows in both the inaugural and
second cohorts have already had over 60
meetings with these decision makers to
discuss evidence-based policy changes.

EDUCATION

Ten Scholars Testify on Federal
Student Loan Reform

On May 1st, ten SSN scholars testified during a No Jargon Podcast
Department of Education public hearing on revisions

to federal student aid programs like Public Service Loan

Forgiveness and Income-Contingent Repayment. SSN °
partnered with the Association for the Study of Higher

Education to identify participants and provided hands-on
support to help scholars craft compelling, research-based

Episode 275: Cecilia
Orphan on Higher Ed on
the Frontlines

statements highlighting the impact of these policies on ° Episode 268: Justin
access and affordability. For many, this marked their first Ballenger on Does Al
experience engaging in the federal regulatory process, Have a Role in Education?
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one they described as meaningful and empowering.
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https://scholars.org/researchers-public-comment-student-aid
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m9f38w-Y-JE
https://scholars.org/ESTP
https://scholars.org/podcast/higher-ed-frontlines
https://scholars.org/podcast/higher-ed-frontlines
https://scholars.org/podcast/higher-ed-frontlines
https://scholars.org/podcast/higher-ed-frontlines
https://scholars.org/podcast/does-ai-have-role-education/
https://scholars.org/podcast/does-ai-have-role-education/
https://scholars.org/podcast/does-ai-have-role-education/
https://scholars.org/podcast/does-ai-have-role-education/
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Advancing Bipartisan Policy
Engagement and Bridge-Building

SSN MEMBER DEMETRI MORGAN

With the ambitious goal of engaging across partisan lines, Demetri Morgan

met with the office of Rep. Nancy Mace (R-SC) to discuss a bill proposing major
changes to how nonprofits are regulated. Morgan offered key insights, explaining
the bill’s uneven impact on institutions of different sizes. The office expressed
interest in reintroducing the bill with his continued input. Building on this
experience, Morgan launched the Center for Strategic & Inclusive Governance,
crediting SSN with shaping its emphasis on bridge-building, relationship develop-
ment, and sustained policy engagement.

Supporting Scholar

Impact and Resilience
SSN MEMBER JUSTIN BALLENGER

Believing that the benefits of Al belong in all
classrooms, especially in underserved communities,
Justin Ballenger worked with SSN to sharpen the
policy and media strategies tied to his research.
Ballenger published a piece in Higher Education
Digest, and participated in two congressional
meetings with his colleague, Valeria Bennett, to
inform Al and digital literacy legislation under devel-
opment by Reps. Haley Stevens and Shri Thanedar
(both D-MI). In December, he secured a $500,000
grant from Google to expand data science programs
across historically Black colleges and universities.

Other Highlights

For reporters covering the Impacts of
Trump’s Executive Order to Dismantle

the Department of Education, eight

experts made themselves available
to answer questions about what the
effects of such a move would be for
K-12 and higher education.



https://scholars.org/features/experts-available-dept-of-education
https://scholars.org/features/experts-available-dept-of-education
https://scholars.org/features/experts-available-dept-of-education
https://scholars.org/scholar/demetri-l-morgan
https://scholars.org/features/new-member-spotlight-demetri-morgan-connects
https://scholars.org/scholar/demetri-l-morgan
https://scholars.org/scholar/demetri-l-morgan
https://scholars.org/scholar/horace-justin-ballenger
https://scholars.org/scholar/horace-justin-ballenger
https://scholars.org/features/2000th-member-spotlight-justin-ballenger-helps
https://scholars.org/features/2000th-member-spotlight-justin-ballenger-helps
https://scholars.org/scholar/horace-justin-ballenger
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Immigration

Highlights

Nebraska SSN, led by Lissette
Aliaga-Linares, Jodi Benenson,
and Laurel Sariscsany, formed a
chapter working group focused
on shifting narratives around the
need for immigrant workers.

San Diego SSN, led by Brian Adams
and Stacey Livingstone, also formed
a chapter working group to lend
research support to nonprofits and
community groups affected by
immigration policy changes.

At the outset of the new Trump administration,

SSN assembled a roster of 10 members who could
comment on immigration-related Executive Orders,
and in advance of the Supreme Court’s birthright
citizenship hearing, also circulated the names of
three members available to speak with reporters.



https://scholars.org/scholar/lissette-aliaga-linares
https://scholars.org/scholar/lissette-aliaga-linares
https://scholars.org/scholar/jodi-benenson
https://scholars.org/scholar/laurel-colleen-sariscsany
https://scholars.org/scholar/brian-e-adams
https://scholars.org/scholar/stacey-livingstone
https://scholars.org/features/10-experts-available-timely-analysis-trump
https://scholars.org/features/experts-available-scotus-birthright-citizenship
https://scholars.org/features/experts-available-scotus-birthright-citizenship
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Centering Immigrant & Migrant Well-Being

i \ FLORIDA

Florida SSN, led by Elizabeth Aranda and Heide Castafieda, co-sponsored the second biennial
conference of the Im/migrant Well-Being Scholar Collaborative, a convening of scholars and
local community organizations focused on the lived experiences, challenges, and successes of
new populations within and across generations in the United States. Presentations explored the
intergenerational impacts of U.S. policies and programs in shaping the daily lives and well-being
of new populations and their families. The public event provided a space to share this research
with the Tampa Bay community—especially those working in nonprofit organizations and
service agencies—so that they could better understand the issues they are seeing in their
day-to-day work with clients. By centering the voices and experiences of new populations,

the convening generated empirical work that promotes the humanity of new populations and
informs evidence-based policymaking at the local, state, and national levels.

No Jargon

Podcast Episode 270: William Lopez on The

Ripple Effects of Immigration Raids

Navigating Access to the
Health Care System in
Immigrant Communities

[}, BOSTON /"% VIRGINIA

% MARYLAND-DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

Boston SSN, led by Tiffany D. Joseph

and Mary Churchill, collaborated with the
Maryland-DC and Virginia chapters to host
a book launch and discussion in Arlington,
Virginia, for Joseph’s new book, Not All In:
Race, Immigration, and Health Care Exclusion
in the Age of Obamacare. The event drew
members of the DC policy community and
featured a conversation with SSN members
Ernesto Castafieda and Judith Feder, with
Rashawn Ray (Brookings Institution and
University of Maryland) on the book’s key
themes—how Massachusetts health reform
and the Affordable Care Act sought to fix
the healthcare system, and the challenges
that remain for immigrant communities in
navigating access.
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https://scholars.org/scholar/elizabeth-m-aranda
https://scholars.org/scholar/heide-castaneda
https://scholars.org/scholar/tiffany-d-joseph
https://scholars.org/scholar/mary-l-churchill
https://scholars.org/podcast/immigration-raids
https://scholars.org/podcast/immigration-raids
https://scholars.org/podcast/immigration-raids
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Expanding Policy Engagement with 2nd
Annual Moving Beyond Implications Convening

D CONNECTICUT

Connecticut SSN, led by Kerri Raissian, Abby Williamson, and Jacob
Hacker, hosted its second annual Moving Beyond Implications: Research
to Policy convening at the State Legislative Office Building in Hartford.
This year’s convening doubled in size, featuring over 200 participants
from the Connecticut General Assembly, Executive Branch, and univer-
sities, and 24 presentations to legislators and staff of six legislative
committees.
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Providing a Hands-On Experience for Students:
Virginia Government Simulation

"% VIRGINIA

Virginia SSN, led by Bobbi Gentry and Benjamin Blankenship, set out to build civic engagement among
college students by developing teaching strategies and classroom resources that provide students with
hands-on learning experiences. SSN members organized the inaugural three-day Virginia Government
Simulation for undergraduates at the Virginia State Capitol in Richmond. The simulation provided
students with an opportunity to “live the life of a lawmaker,” taking on the role of a sitting Virginia
legislator, researching their positions, electing party leadership, proposing laws, reviewing and amending
bills, debating and engaging in floor action, and sending legislation on to an internally-elected Governor.

Introducing SSN at the Opening of the 2025 Legislative Session

@ SOUTH CAROLINA

South Carolina SSN, led by Ken Kolb, hosted a two-day State Capitol visit, meeting with state legis-
lators and their staff to learn about the state legislative process and begin building relationships with
lawmakers. Scholars attended committee hearings, and the chapter was officially introduced at the
South Carolina Statehouse at the opening of the 2025 legislative session.

SSN ANNUAL REPORT 2024-25
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https://scholars.org/scholar/bobbi-g-gentry
https://scholars.org/scholar/benjamin-t-blankenship
https://scholars.org/scholar/kerri-m-raissian
https://scholars.org/scholar/abigail-fisher-williamson
https://scholars.org/scholar/jacob-s-hacker
https://scholars.org/scholar/jacob-s-hacker
https://scholars.org/features/chapter-spotlight-connecticut-ssn-expands-policy
https://scholars.org/features/chapter-spotlight-connecticut-ssn-expands-policy
https://scholars.org/scholar/kenneth-h-kolb
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Engaging with State Government
[ () MICHIGAN ]

Michigan SSN, led by Mark Axelrod, Sarah Reckhow, and
Adam Zwickle, hosted a day-long event and workshop on
how to communicate and connect with state government on
policy-relevant research. The day began with an introduction
to Michigan state politics and policy, followed by a panel
with state policymakers Rep. Julie Brixie, Molly Korn (Chief
of Staff for Senator Sam Singh), and Chris Janzer (Assistant
Director of the Michigan Department of Education). After a
networking lunch, MSU researchers led a panel discussion on
effective communication with state policymakers.

Amicus Brief Filed in Maine
Voting Rights Case

SSN MEMBERS AMY FRIED
DAVID KIMBALL DAN SMITH
CARRIE ANN LEVAN

Four SSN members from across the U.S.
collaboratively authored an amicus brief in
a Maine case that will determine how a high-
stakes referendum on voting rights appears
on the ballot this November. The brief,
written at the request of the League of
Women Voters of Maine, argued for the
Secretary of State’s more inclusive ballot
language. All four authors are current or
former SSN chapter leaders whose relation-
ships and collaborations were forged
through their involvement with SSN, making
this not just a legal intervention but an
example of the civic infrastructure SSN has
helped build over time.

Bringing Research Directly
to the State Legislature

SSN MEMBER ELIZABETH ARANDA

After releasing a research report highlighting the negative impacts of
Florida SB 1718 in November, Elizabeth Aranda worked with SSN to
create an outreach list to connect with Florida state legislators on both
sides of the aisle. The report quickly gained traction, leading to media
interviews with outlets such as the Orlando Sentinel, Axios, the Kaiser
Family Foundation’s newsdesk, and the Wall Street Journal. Aranda
then successfully met with the offices of Sen. Kristen Arrington (D) and
Sen. Geri Thompson (D), who expressed strong interest in the report’s
findings and suggested potential collaboration on legislative proposals
for the next session, paving the way for meaningful policy discussions
rooted in Aranda’s research.

Informing Legislation on Prosecutorial Immunity
for Sex Workers Reporting Violent Crimes

SSN MEMBER BARB BRENTS

Wanting Nevada to join nine other states with immunity laws for sex workers, Barb_
Brents shared her research and interviews with members of the sex work community in
support of Assembly Bill 209, sponsored by her colleague, law professor and Assem-
blymember David Orentlicher (D). The legislation proposed to improve public safety by
allowing victims and witnesses of serious violent crimes to report them to law enforce-
ment without putting themselves at risk of prosecution for prostitution, controlled
substance, or vagrancy offenses. While the state legislature passed AB 209, Governor
Joe Lombardo ultimately vetoed the bill.


https://scholars.org/scholar/elizabeth-m-aranda
https://www.usf.edu/arts-sciences/centers/iwrc/documents/report-sb-1718-final-nov2024.pdf
https://scholars.org/scholar/elizabeth-m-aranda
https://www.axios.com/local/tampa-bay/2024/12/04/floridas-immigration-crackdown-strained-migrants-citizens-alike-study-finds
https://www.wsj.com/us-news/what-happened-after-florida-cracked-down-on-undocumented-workers-17b56b5c?gaa_at=eafs&gaa_n=ASWzDAjXfP2rZ7ec5B0TiGKen1ZY6KGdNicwnKGg9wB3M0eNA_KUhGbAWd3sBB_TN6k%3D&gaa_ts=68c0963a&gaa_sig=eMrRlepltlklZixAdo7LoEs_-zc-aJAHClL6I5kgCwEAv77piEI-niMGNXZYlUKkc4iujgbSCCg8z6Y3yuZ9cQ%3D%3D
https://scholars.org/scholar/mark-axelrod
https://scholars.org/scholar/sarah-reckhow
https://scholars.org/scholar/adam-zwickle
https://scholars.org/scholar/barb-brents
https://scholars.org/scholar/barb-brents
https://scholars.org/scholar/barb-brents
https://scholars.org/scholar/barb-brents
https://scholars.org/scholar/amy-fried
https://scholars.org/scholar/david-c-kimball
https://scholars.org/scholar/daniel-a-smith
https://scholars.org/scholar/carrie-ann-levan
https://www.courts.maine.gov/news/titcomb/index.html
https://www.courts.maine.gov/news/titcomb/index.html
https://scholars.org/scholar/elizabeth-m-aranda
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Using Media to Open Doors

SSN MEMBER ANDREW FLACHS

As a participant in the SSN Media Fellowship, Andrew Flachs
worked with mentor Sarah Bowen on strategies for using the
media to drive policy conversations around his research interests
of food systems, climate, and farming. Flachs published a timely

SSN Media Fellowship

The SSN Media Fellowship equips a small cohort of scholars
with skills and strategies to communicate their research findings
across various media platforms. Marshaling SSN’s substantial
network of publicly engaged scholars, SSN pairs the fellows with
SSN members who have a similar research agenda and significant
experience in the media. Now in its second year, the five current
fellows have benefited from their mentors’ advising on op-eds
and book promotion strategies. Alumni from the inaugural year
of the fellowship have also continued to communicate their
research through the media. After helping to organize the New
Mexico Stand Up For Science rally, Nina Christie published an_
op-ed in the A/buquerque Journal on Trump’s cuts to science

op-ed in The Indianapolis Star highlighting the many positives
of free school lunch programs for children, families, educators,
and the agricultural economy. He then worked closely with SSN
to translate his research into direct outreach to state and federal
lawmakers, and met with Indiana state senators J.D. Ford (D)
and Andrea Hunley (D) and a food access nonprofit, to advocate
that they take action to provide free lunches in his home state
and push back against the upcoming budget cuts in Congress
that threaten such programs.

funding. Christie applied for and was selected to be an AAAS
Science and Technology Policy Fellow for the 2025 cohort,
inspired by the media engagement support and mentorship she
received from SSN.



https://scholars.org/scholar/barb-brents
https://scholars.org/media-fellowship
https://www.indystar.com/story/opinion/2025/02/21/indiana-schools-universal-free-lunch/79309544007/
https://www.indystar.com/story/opinion/2025/02/21/indiana-schools-universal-free-lunch/79309544007/
https://scholars.org/scholar/andrew-flachs
https://www.abqjournal.com/opinion/article_e4dde1c9-4c64-47b7-8270-465d45ad9ea1.html
https://www.abqjournal.com/opinion/article_e4dde1c9-4c64-47b7-8270-465d45ad9ea1.html

Chapters Make
Introductions

SSN chapters bring together
scholars, journalists, policymakers

& community leaders through projects, ALABAMA CENTRAL PENNSYLVANIA CHICAGOLAND

workshops, and casual gatherings. Aliyya Swaby Stephen Caruso Karen Freeman-Wilson
: g 1 1 Chicago Urban League
Here are some of the individuals ProPublica Spotlight PA 9 9

SSN members met through their
chapters this year.

CHAPTERS MAKE INTRODUCTIONS

CONFLUENCE FLORIDA FLORIDA
Mark Maxwell Leah Watson Graham Brink
KSDK 5 On Your Side ACLU Tampa Bay Times
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HAWAII KENTUCKY NEW ORLEANS
Nadine Burke Harris Bonnie Jean Feldkamp Stephanie Grace
First Surgeon General Syndicated Columnist The Advocate

of California, 2019-2022
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r
NEW YORK CITY
Matt Katz

Investigative Reporter,
Journalist & Podcast Host

SOUTH CAROLINA
Chandra Dillard
State Representative

OKLAHOMA
Keith Ellison
Minnesota
Attorney General

VIRGINIA
Scott Bass
Richmond Times
Dispatch

WISCONSIN
Hugo Balta
The Fulcrum and
Latino News Network

WISCONSIN
Francesca Hong
State Representative

| CenterfortheStudy 233
Il BSU 5éinsinsociety w2 BUILDERS

Arizona State University

Introducing SSN’s Newest Chapter
G ARIZONA
In many ways, Arizona is a policy laboratory where new ideas

and approaches are tested. To make the most of this dynamic
policy landscape and support scholars looking to contribute to

policy change and innovation, Jennifer Carlson and Bradley J.
Bartos teamed up to launch the Arizona SSN chapter. Carlson and
Bartos introduced the Scholars Strategy Network at the inaugural
fall retreat of the Arizona State University Center for the Study

of Guns in Society, a center founded and directed by Carlson.

In January, the chapter co-hosted the Inaugural Guns in Society
Symposium, which included an SSN Media Engagement Workshop
for symposium participants and Arizona-based scholars.



https://scholars.org/features/chapter-spotlight-arizona-ssn-launches-connect
https://scholars.org/features/chapter-spotlight-arizona-ssn-launches-connect
https://scholars.org/scholar/jennifer-carlson
https://scholars.org/scholar/bradley-j-bartos
https://scholars.org/scholar/bradley-j-bartos
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Creating Synergies between Research
& Community Initiatives
Q CHICAGOLAND

Chicagoland SSN, led by Malik S. Henfield and Ana Genkova, brought
together over 100 local policymakers, civic leaders, and scholars for an
Evening of Scholarship and Impact, organized by the Institute for Racial
Justice at Loyola University Chicago. The evening featured Chicago
Urban League President Karen Freeman-Wilson’s insights on the 2025
State of Black Chicago report and a panel with civic and business leaders
on how higher education can more effectively support and engage

with community-led efforts. Participants explored cross-sector project
showcases—visual displays highlighting synergies between research

and community initiatives—and engaged in bridge-building dialogue
over food and drink. These exchanges created opportunities to translate
academic insights into tangible community solutions and to transform
community challenges into data-informed action.

Pitching Policy Proposals to
the Philadelphia City Council

8 NEW JERSEY-PHILADELPHIA

New Jersey-Philadelphia SSN, led by Andrea Hetling
and Laura Johnson, hosted a return of the Policy Shark
Tank, first piloted by the chapter in 2021. This year, nine
scholars rapidly pitched research-based policy ideas to
Philadelphia City Council members and their staff. The
event fostered direct dialogue between scholars and
city policymakers, opening doors for future collabora-
tion and evidence-based policymaking.

Focusing on Local Civic Collaboration

ﬁ OKLAHOMA

Oklahoma SSN, led by Andrea Benjamin, Naneida Lazarte-Alcala,
and Emily Stacey, has developed a set of chapter initiatives
focused on local policy and civic engagement. The chapter
co-sponsored an event with Sally’s List, a non-partisan civic organi-
zation, that brought together 40 participants to hear from elected
city council and school board officials on how SSN members can
get involved in civic and policy issues at the municipal level, and
series of candidate debates in partnership with NonDoc, a local
non-profit media organization. Additionally, Stacey co-hosted
CivicsCon at Rose State College, a convening of the “politically
curious” as well as the politically engaged, where participants
discussed strategies and opportunities for civic engagement.
Minnesota Attorney General Keith Ellison delivered the keynote
address on why Americans continue to fight for democracy and
why civic engagement matters. Stacey also led Attorney General
Ellison and a group of students on a tour of Black Wall Street and
the Greenwood Rising history center in Tulsa.



https://scholars.org/scholar/malik-s-henfield
https://scholars.org/scholar/ana-gancheva-genkova
https://scholars.org/scholar/andrea-benjamin
https://scholars.org/scholar/naneida-lazarte-alcala
https://scholars.org/scholar/dr-emily-b-stacey
https://scholars.org/features/chapter-spotlight-oklahoma-ssn-brings-public
https://scholars.org/features/chapter-spotlight-oklahoma-ssn-brings-public
https://scholars.org/scholar/andrea-hetling
https://scholars.org/scholar/laura-johnson
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Get Involved

MEMBERSHIP

Learn about the benefits of joining SSN.
Membership is free and our two-step
membership process offers hands-on support
for scholars interested in deepening their public
engagement skills.

CHAPTERS

SSN chapters build communities where research
informs policy by connecting local researchers
with key policy players in their area. Find a
chapter near you and meet the chapter leaders.

TRAININGS

SSN offers trainings to our chapters and other
academic networks, developed and facilitated
by our expert staff. Our workshops teach
concrete skills for engaging in the public policy
process and the media.

DONATE

Giving to SSN helps make sure media coverage,
public policy, and civic engagement strategies
are grounded in research and meeting the
challenges of our time.
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